
City of Harrisonburg 

Public Information Office 

345 South Main Street 

Harrisonburg, Virginia 22801 

540-432-8931 FAX 540-432-7778 
 

 

For Immediate Release 
December 18, 2013 
 
Contact:  Mary-Hope Vass, Public Information Officer 
  540.432.8931 
  MaryHope.Vass@HarrisonburgVA.gov 
   

 
Martin Luther King Jr. Way Street Signs Installed 

 
Harrisonburg, VA – The City of Harrisonburg announces the installation of Martin Luther King, Jr. Way 
street signs.   

At the August 13, 2013 City Council meeting, the renaming of “Cantrell Avenue” to “Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Way / Historic Cantrell Avenue” was approved.  The change was made to be effective for January 1, 
2014, which would allow time for property owners to make the necessary changes.   

The new signs will replace the current signs and utilize existing brackets on street poles and mast arms.   

Crews will begin the replacement process on Thursday, December 26. It is anticipated that the 
installation process will be complete no later than Tuesday, December 31, barring inclement weather 
conditions.  

The project includes the replacement of 30 signs at a cost of approximately $26,500. 

Of the nine intersections, the sign at Main Street is the only illuminated sign.  The remaining signs will be 
made from standard reflective steel material, like other street signs in the city.  All signs will be made in-
house through the Department of Public Works. The “Martin Luther King, Jr. Way” portion of the sign 
will be green with white letters while the “Historic Cantrell Avenue” will be brown with white letters. 
 
An official ceremony in recognition of the street renaming will occur on January 20, 2014 at 12:00 p.m. 
at Memorial Hall, 398 S. High St. A ribbon cutting ceremony will also take place along with a unity march 
from South High Street to South Main Street.  
 
The Harrisonburg Public Works Department maintains more than 300 lane miles, 42.37 miles of public 
sidewalk, 250 miles of curb and gutter, and hundreds of acres of city right-of-way. The Department 
strives to ensure a safe, clean, and clear passageway for all vehicular and pedestrian traffic. More 
information about street and sidewalk maintenance is available at  
www.HarrisonburgVA.gov/public-works.  
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An image of what the new signs will look like. 
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